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1 . This action is responsive to the application filed on January 26, 2001 . Claims 1 - 
22 are pending. Claims 1-22 represent system method and program for distributing 
information useful in specific area to portable terminal. 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



4. Claims 1-5, 7-11, 13-17. and 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Martin et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,363.419. 

Martin teaches the invention as claimed including a method and system for 
generating idle content to mobile devices and supporting in6eraction with content 
information (se abstract). 



As to claim 1, Martin teaches a system distributing information useful in a 
specific area portable terminals, comprising: 
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a means for perceiving a visit of the specific area by a customer (see figs. 1-4; 
col. 11. lines 15-50. Martin discloses detecting the user's location with respect to area of 
interest); and 

a means for distributing first information useful in the specific area to a portable 
terminal of the customer perceived visiting the specific area (see col. 7, lines 1-50; col. 
1 1 , lines 1-50, Martin discloses that content is targeted to client's based on interest and 
location of client). 

As to claim 2, Martin teaches a system for distributing information useful 
specific area to portable terminals, comprising: 

means for registering in advance information useful in the specific area 
distributing time (see col. 6. lines 10-30; col. 11. lines 10-60, Martin discloses that 
content is categorized based on user interest, ,, specific events and location); 

a means for perceiving a visit of the specific area by a customer (see figs. 1-4; 
col. 11. lines 15-50. Martin discloses detecting the user's location with respect to area of 
interest); 

a means for distributing first information useful in the specific area to a portable 
terminal of the customer perceived visiting the specific area (see col. 7. lines 1-50; col. 
1 1 . lines 1-50, Martin discloses that content is targeted to client's based on interest and 
location of client). 

As to claim 3, Martin teaches 3 a system for distributing information useful in a 
specific area to portable terminals, comprising: 

a means for registering in advance first information useful in the specific area, its 
distributing time and attribute information regarding each spot requesting its distribution 
(see col. 6. lines 10-30; col. 1 1 , lines 10-60. Martin discloses that content is stored that 
is based on user location and preferences); 

a means for registering in advance preference information regarding each 
customer (see col. 6, lines 10-30, , Martin discloses that content representing 
personalized information is stored for distribution to clients); 

means for perceiving a visit of a customer; and a means for distributing, when the 
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the specific area by distributing time comes, only the items regarding which the attribute 
information of the customer, out of the first be distributed, portable terminal 

perceived to be visiting said specific area (see col. 7, lines 1-50; col, 11, lines 1- 
50, Martin discloses that content is targeted to client's based on interest and location of 
client). 

As to claim 4, Martin teaches the system, as claimed in Claim 1 , wherein: 
second information, differing from said first information, is distributed to portable 
terminals of customers not perceived to be visiting said specific area (see col. 6, lines 1- 
60, Martin discloses that other content is distributed to user's such as certain pre- 
specified events). 

As to claim 5, Martin teaches the system, as claimed Claim wherein: 
said specific area shopping mall, said first information concerns an event, and 
customers are enabled participate in the event by responding through terminals (see 
col, 9, lines 10-40, Martin discloses that clients may interact with targeted content). 

Claims 7-11, 13-17, and 20-22 represent system and program that are parallel to 
method claims 1-5. Claims 7-11, 13-17, and 20-22 do not teach or define any new 
limitations above claims 1-5 and therefore are rejected for similar reasons. 

6. Claims 6, 12, 18, 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Martin et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,363,419 in view of Barnowski, U.S. Patent No. 
6,813,608. 

Martin teaches the invention substantially as claimed including a method and 

system for generating idle content to mobile devices and supporting in6eraction with 

content information (se abstract). 

As to claim 6, Martin teaches the system, as claimed in Claim 1 . 
Martin fails to teach the claimed limitation wherein said specific area is an 
amusement park said first information concerns congestion at an attraction site, and 
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customers are enabled book for participation pertinent attraction through said portable 
terminals. 

However, Barnowski teaches a system which allows mobile users in a specific 
location to initiate searches for particular products or services (see abstract). Barnowski 
teaches sending users near the location of an amusement park said first information 
concerns congestion at an attraction site, and customers are enabled book for 
participation pertinent attraction through said portable terminals (see col. 4, lines 45-50, 
55-65; col. Col. 19, line 25-35, Barnowski discloses targeting information specific to an 
amusement park and allowing for booking and reservation). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Martin in view of Barnowski to provide targeted information 
concerning nearby amusement parks to enable better targeting of location specific 
advertisements. 

Claims 12 and 18 do not teach or define any new limitations above claim 6 above 
and therefore are rejected for similar reasons. 

As to claim 19, Martin teaches the program of claim 13 above. 

Martin fails to teach the claimed limitation wherein the plurality of grouped 
storage media is divided into a plurality of segments, and each divided segment is 
recorded on one or another of said plurality of storage media. 

However, "Official Notice" is taken that the concept and advantages of dividing 
the program into a plurality of segments, and each divided segment is recorded on one 
or another of said plurality of storage media is old and well known in the art. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Martin by dividing the program into a plurality of segments, and 
each divided segment is recorded on one or another of said plurality of storage media 
for improved memory organization and access. 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saleh Najjar whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
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4006. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00am-6:00pm w/ 
first Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (703)308-7562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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